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Lockridge’s Mills later that afternoon. The next day, he received reports that a large
encmy force armed with artillery was concentrating to the northeast preparing to move
against him. Undaunted, he marched his troops east to Como then south to Caledonia,
By dark, the command was within five miles of the town and bivouacked for the night,
At midnight, Licutenant Colonel Pell’s column arrived from Boydsville to report that an
enemy force of over 1,000 was six miles from Paris and was expected to be reinforced by
additional 500 by morning." In a role reversal, Claiborne was now the hunted.

After hearing the reports of the battle, Colonel Lowe immediately departed Fore
Heiman with the remaining companies of the “Curtis Horse”, the entire 4th Minnesota
Infantry Regiment, four companies of the 52nd Indiana Infantry and a section of
artillery. Starting on the evening of the 6th, he advanced his command towards Paris. By
the evening of the 7th, his troops had reached ourskirts of Paris and had received reports
of Pell’s column about two miles distant on the road to Caledonia. Lowe was preparing
to engage Pell’s rear guard when orders arrived from General Henry W. Halleck to
discontinue the pursuit. In disregard to those orders, he sent several parties into Paris the
next morning with the intent of starting an engagement.' His efforts failed. He
returned with his command to Fort Heiman the following day.

Not knowing of Lowe’s orders to break off the pursuit, Colonel Claiborne directed his
troops and prisoners to move onto King’s Bridge and McLemoresville. Fearing the only
bridge that crossed the south fork of the Obion River might be seized or destroyed he
urgently pressed southwest with the utmost speed. By the evening of May 8th, the main
body of his command had made it safely over King’s Bridge to McLemoresville where
they bivouacked for the night. Pell’s column was left behind at McKenzie Station to
report enemy troop movements and to serve as a rear guard. The next morning Pell
informed Claiborne of the Federals withdrawal from Paris.'™ The expedition safely
returned to Trenton by the second weck of May. The prisoners were delivered to the
Provost Marshall in Jackson, Tennessee not long after.

From Jackson the enlisted and non-commissioned officers were forwarded to Corinth,
Mississippi and were imprisoned there until subsequently paroled and exchanged on
May 15th."” The enlisted soldiers would not return to their regiment at Fort Heiman
until June 7, 1862. The officers of the detachment were held in captivity until October
15, 1862, when they too were paroled and later exchanged in December of the same

year."" The treatment of the prisoners was considered to be reasonable and fair. Caprains

Haw and Minden were allowed by Colonel Claiborne to send a written report of the
battle to Colonel Lowe only days after the battle. The kindness displayed by Claiborne
would be mentioned by both officers in that message." Claiborne wrote his wife in
Nashville on May 18th, that if he would become sick or wounded Colonel Lowe would

“see you safely sent into our lines, and the more so, after the very kind treatment

I extended to my prisoners made in the affair | had with them on the Obion River on
the Sch.”"™

The fugitives of the battle had trickled into Paducah for several days after their retreat
from Lockridge’s Mills. By May 12th, Captain Nott would report to Colonel Lowe
58 men and 48 horses had reached Paducah safely.” Almost all would return to
Heiman before the end of May. For many, however, it would take months to recovel
from their wounds and the bitter experience of defeat. :

Major Schaeffer died of his wounds in Dresden on the night of May 7th. Before his
death, Schaeffer would award Caprain Ballentine his horse, pistol and sabre as the
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lawful spoils of war."* His body was transported to t%le Union li[:lCS ﬁlj‘ld sent to his hon'{c
in Dubugque, where it arrived on May 20th by train from Cairo. Tl'lt-t death of thlls
prestigious officer and distinguished member of the German community was greatly
deplored both in Dubuque and by the entire State of lowa. On the day of his funeral,
the city’s businesses were closed and hundreds of black draped flags hung over the streets
in honor of the fallen hero. The procession was led by a,Gcm‘:an band and f_'ollowe'd by
many of the region’s most prominent citizens. Dubuuns Main S[rcct'was lined with a
crowd of spectators as his horse drawn casket passed on its way to the city cemetery. Thn}
local press would report: “Never before was there so great a funeral in the city 01
Dubugque. Never before was there such a turnout of our citizens to attend the ﬁmera
ceremonies of any man”.'"* His final resting place would be at meood.Ceme.rery.
Twelve days after the death of Major Schaeffer, Private Hille v-vould die of his wounds
in Corinth, Mississippi. The stubborn private, who was left to dic on the batdlefield, was
fortunately rescued by an elderly lady who tended to his wounds at her home not far
¢ bartle field."* o
&O'F‘h:h Memphis and Nashville newspapers reported the battle on May 9t}§. All ‘mmal
accounts of the batte proved to be inaccurate and misleading. The Nashuville Dispatch
and the Nashville Daily Union both reported that two hundred Nebrajska CﬁYalry
were captured by Major Henry Clay King twelve miles west of Fort Helman.' An
article in the Memphis Daily Appeal declared that Colonels Jackson an::"l! Claiborne
surprised and caprured around two hundred Federal cavalry at_mvc l_’ar:s. The most
engrossing account of the battle was an editorial in the Memphis Daily Appeal on Ma_y
16th, which gave a moderately derailed report of the battle and concluded with this
defiant pronouncement:
Col. Claiborne, with his energy and zeal will, no doubr, soon rid that portion of the country of
the thieving hordes of Hessians, who come with broken Dutch to insulr our citizens; who come
with the stench of their forcign homes still hanging abour them to drive us from our; who come
to burn, pillage, and destroy, in the sacred name of country, in the name of that country which

our fathers purchased, fighting the hireling Hessian ancestry of these modern parriots. The
thought is a bitrer one thar we must pit our lives againsr such.™

The commentary, interestingly enough, was signed “A. Rebcl".” .

In early June, unrest occurred amongst the “Curtis Horse” as desertions rose and
mutiny threatened to dissolve the regiment. Twenty-one soldiers, all of wi:norn were
captured ar Lockridge’s Mills, refused to return to active duty unlc_ss certificates of
capture and exchange were furnished by either the Confederate or United States' Army.
The former prisoners feared that if captured again they would be treated as spies and

- shot. To quell the uprising Colonel Lowe put the men under guard and forced them to

perform hard labor, For two weeks, the men persevered until General Halleck clrdcrcd
them discharged for mutinous conduct on June 27th. Private Conzett would describe the

discharge as followed:

‘The regiment was ordered out in bartle line under arms and in full uniform. The prisoners were
then placed in line in front of us. The Adjutant then stopped ro the front and, in a trembling
voice, read Gen, Halleck’s cruel order to them. The order was given them to abour face, forward
march, The drum corps played the Rogues March and so escorted them out beyond our lines i‘nto
the Rebel country, infested by guerrillas, robbers and scoundrels and deserters from both Sfdcs
who would not hesitate ro rob and kill them on sight. They were forbidden to come into our lines
anywhere for help. Oh, it was the saddest sight and hardest duty we were ever called ro perform!
We were not ashamed 1o let our tears flow freely.”
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Captain Nott would return to Lockridge’s Mills with Company E in early Ocrober of
1862. His intentions were to retrieve the saber he had intentionally hid after being
ambushed on the night of the batde. After relocating the sword, he briefly stopped at the
Lockridge farm. Recalling the Confederate onslaught he would remark to himself, “What
a strong position it is! How easily we could have held it, had we been armed like the
enemy”.""" Before departing the battlefield, he spoke to Mr. and Mrs. Lockridge who led
him to the shallow graves of the dead soldiers. He paid a brief homage to his fallen
comrades and left Lockridge’s Mills never to return. On October 15, Caprain Nott resigned
his commission in the “Curtis Horse” and returned to his home state of New York.

By December pf 1862, Captain Nott had written of his experiences in West Tennessee
and negortiared a deal with a New York City publisher. He was soon promored to Colonel
in January of 1863 to command the newly reorganized 176th New York Volunteer
Infantry Regiment. By the time his writings were published in New York in 1863, he
and his regiment were in Louisiana guarding the railroad lines around New Orleans.
On June 23, Nott was captured at an engagement near Brashear City. He was held
in captivity for thirteen months, after which he was discharged for health reasons
promprted by his harsh imprisonment.

On Junc 25th, the “Curtis Horse” was assigned to the State of Iowa and was
officially designated the Fifth lowa Cavalry. The Fifth lowa would remain in the State of
Tennessee for almost the entire war. From June of 1862 to June of 1863, the regiment
performed garrison duty at Forts Heiman, Henry and Donelson. They would also
continue their usual scouting patrols in western Tennessee and Kentucky seeing action
at the Cumberland Iron Works, Clarksville and Waverly. The regiment moved to
Nashville by June 11, 1863, in preparation for General Sherman’s march into Georgia.
By the end of the year, the unit was engaged in several skirmishes in Middle Tennessee
and northern Alabama. The year 1864 brought the regiment further south and east as
the Union Army pressed on towards Atlanta. In July, the Fifth lowa partook in a series
of raids during the siege of Atlanta and in the Fall served in operations against General
Hood in north Georgia and Alabama. In November and December, the regiment saw
combat at the Battles of Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville. The Fifth lowa concluded
the war as one of the cavalry regiments involved in General James H. Wilsons cavalry
raid into the deep south. They received the news of the war’s end in Macon on April 20th
and were mustered our of service in Nashville on August 11, 1865.™

The Seventh Tennessee Cavalry would ride down into southern folklore as one of the
most prominent and gallant Confederate cavalry regiments of the war. In June of 1862,
the regiment covered the evacuation of Fort Pillow by destroying Federal railroad lines
and destroying locomotives. It saw action at Lafayette Station, Britton’s Lane and at the

Battle of Corinth on October 3rd and 4th. By 1863, the unit had its headquarters at
Grenada, Mississippi where it conducted scouting patrols and raids in the region. In
October of 1863, the Seventh Tennessee accompanied General ].R. Chalmers’ raid into
Northern Mississippi and West Tennessee. The regiment accompanied General Nathan
Bedford Forrest in March of 1864 on his raid into West Kentucky, participating in the
capture of Union City and Fort Pillow. In the first two weeks of June, General Forrest
led the Seventh Tennessce and two other cavalry regiments to pursue the Union General
S.D. Surgis. At the Bartle of Brice’s Crossroads on June 10th, Sturgis’ command was
caught but at heavy price. The Seventh Tennessee would claim 54 casualties that day. A
month later, they were again with Forrest at the Bartle of Harrisburg. In late September,
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they followed Forrest as he launched a series of raids into Miédlc Tennessee which wou.ld
not end until the second week of October. By November, [*_orrcst was ordered to assist
General Hood in an attempt to defeat the Union forces in Middle Tennessee and to push
northwards into Kentucky. They would take part in both _rhc Battles of Franklin anfi
Nashville. During the final months of the war, the 7th withdrew further south until
Forrest surrendered his forces to General Wilson's cavalry corps on May 12, 1865 at
inesville, Alabama."” _
Ga(i)n:s;:"::ltlxrua.ry 22. 1865, Charles Nott was appointed by President Lincoln as judge c‘rf
the United States Court of Claims, a position that he hcl‘d foF over forty years. In his
spare time he would write a forty-eight volume set of U.mted States claims coult:
decisions, four books and numerous articles and editorials in journals and newspapers.
William Lowe finished his carcer in the military in 1869 as a br.evcttcd hrtgadler
general. In the 1870’ and 1880’s, he organized smelting and refining works in the
territories of Nebraska and Idaho, and was engaged in mining and the construction of
railroads in Wyoming and Utah."” After his discharge, John Bauler would bcc.omc a
missionary circuit rider for the German Methodist church on the anesotj‘a ﬁ:onit‘ll‘cr. He
would forever cherish a quilt given to him by the elderly lady that saved his life.”
Thomas Claiborne returned to his family farm near Nashville after tl"lE war, where he
became involved in civic and veteran groups. He would serve as the president of. b(.)lh the
Mexican War Veterans of Tennessee and the Confederate Veterans Association c?f
Tennessee during most of the 1880’ and 1890’ John Bal]cntinc_ would return to his
hometown of Pulaski and resume his law practice. In 1882, Ballentine was elec_tcd to the
United States House of Representatives where he would serve two consecutve terms.
He retired from public life in 1887. The saber and pistol emrusn?d to ‘him by
Major Schaeffer were believed to have been lost in a fire that destroyed his family home
sometime after his retirement.”” At the war’s conclusion, William Jackson would‘ r'nkc
charge of his father’s large plantations. In 1868, he would marry t}f daughter of William
G. Harding and settled at the Belle Meade estate near Nashville.™ o
The battle ground has changed quite significantly since thar momentous evening in
May of 1862. The Lockridge home, the mills and the bridge no longer exist. Tl}c road
that once served as a major thoroughfare between Dresden and Mayfield has since been
plowed under and is currently used as farmland. Trees, vines and undergr(.)w:h'ha\te
consumed most of recognizable features that Charles Nott had so vividly described in his
memoirs, A lone state historical marker a mile from the original bartle site on Route 199
between Latham and Palmersville is the only sign that blood was once shed upon this
hallowed ground.
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DIALECTIC TENSIONS IN T.O. FULLER’S
HISTORICAL WRITINGS
Randolph Meade Walker

During the early twentieth century Memphis, Tennessee had in Thomas Oscar Fuller,
one of its most influential clergymen. Fuller’s distinction transcended race at a time wheln
race was usually an integral part of the southern daily routine." Fuller was well known in
ecclesiastical circles, the political arena, and literary enclaves. In regards to the latter
category, Fuller made a valuable contribution to the corpus of hiswrical.lfnowlcdge
about Mempbhis, Tennessee, and beyond. Particularly, his contribution is critical to the
narration of the African American experience in Memphis and the Mid-South.

His efforts at historical documentation included several publications. Only two his
books, however were promoted as histories. They are Pictorial History of the American
Negro and History of the Negro Baptists of Tennessee. In addition to these two proper
histories, numerous other historical glimpses are given in many of his other books and
frequent newspaper articles. _

Within the confines of this study, the methodology and philosophy of Fuller's history
will be analyzed. The analysis will include an evaluatdon of Fuller's historical writing.
Hence, as valuable as his contribution is, it must be placed in its proper context, rather
than accepted at its face value.

T.O. Fuller was born in Franklinton, North
Carolina, which is about twenry-seven miles
north of Raleigh. He pieced together
fragments of information and calculated his
birth to have been October 25, 1867.
His proud parents were Mary Eliza and
J. Henderson Fuller, both who had been
slaves. Despite this earlier condition, his father
learned the carpentry trade and became
literate. After the Civil War, Henderson Fuller
bought land, built his own home, and settled
down to rearing a large family.

The Fuller home was a seedbed for
carly religious training for young Thomas.
He recalled his parents being pious
and consecrated Christians’ The family’s
involvement in the church was cvidenced
in Henderson’s role as a deacon in the
Baptist Church and two of Thomas' brothers

Courtesy Memphis/Shelby County Public Library and Information Center.

TO. Fuller
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