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astonished bluecoats. '1 Haw drew back his first 
picker then quickly fell (0 the second. '2 A loud yell 
was heard and Companies A, C, E and poss ibly D of 
the 7th joined the charge.8) Haw continued to fall 
back towards [he Union encampment frantically 
trying to organize a rear guard. 

The main body of the Union demchmcnr was 
st ill unaware of the anack. Soldiers sat cating 
their supper, their horses unsaddled and tied (Q 

fence posts and ttees. Captain Notc was walking in 
front of the Lockridge Farmhouse when he noticed 
in the disullce three horsemen urgently galloping 
down the road. As rhey raced towards camp, he 
recognized them as members of Haws' rear guard. 
Wildly waving their hats they rumbled by him 
ye lling "Sadd le up! Saddle up! The rebs are 
coming!". Some!what shocked Non screamed the 
orders to. "Saddle up and fall in!»&( Chaos ensued as 
the men grabbed whatcver weapons and personal 
items they could and ran for their mounts. Riderlcss 
horses and fleeing soldiers began 1O clutter the road John r.. &iknrint: 

adding more confusion to the already chaotic 
Behind the Confederate line, about two miles from the Union encampmcnc, the 

excitement to participate in the battle could not be restrained. Without any direct order 
from Claiborne, the remaining Confedcratc force followed the charge of Captain 
Ballentine. Claiborne's st rategic intentions of selectively sending Colonel Jackson's fivc 
companies to anack, encircle and c.'lprure the Union detachment quickly turned inco a 
unmanageable rush toward the enemy.1l6 Now a total force of around 800 men went 
bt::aring down the road to Lockridge's Mills. 1f7 

Somehow the scan ered Federals managed to assemble two partial squadrons to form a 
line in the barnyard near the road. While Major Schaeffer sought (0 find and saddle his 
horse, Captain Non assumed command. He at once ordered the squadrons (0, "' Draw 
sabcrs", to face Captain Ballentine's oncoming assault.u The Confederates closed in and 
fired into the line with buckshot wounding men and horses. The Union line broke into 
disarray. Major Schaeffer, who had finally found a mount, ordered the command to fall 
back beyond the bridge, where he hoped to form another line. 1W Captain Non recalled 
the event: 

Across the narrow bridge we went .u.fc:ly, though it swayed md tre'mbled under Ihe' tramp 
of galloping holXS. As the' men wheeled and reformed, I moved 10 the right and looked 
ba(k. Hitheno I had secn but the head of their column, and had formed an idQ of iu strC'ngth. 
Now I uw, F.ir up the valley, a soljd unbroken cnlumn of perhaps a thou.u.nd men. Berwccn 

rhem and the bridge were a few men, and many flying horses, which ran madly. The enemy 
were armed with guns, and my men had bUT sabeu and pisrols. The OIprain of the squadron 

had been the bridge, trying w; inly 10 rally his fIlen; but they had gone, :md mine were the 
only Olle$ lefl.'" 

Fea ring for the life of his men Non ordered a general retreat and hastily headed north 
on {he road to Mayfield. 
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Major Schaeffer and few men remained near the bridge and covered the fleeing 

detachment. Captain Ballenrine and the lead column dashed to the crossing in pursuit. 
Ballentine reached the bridge first and crossed after being fired ar several times. Dodging 
a barrage of builets he approached to within six feet of Major Schaeffer, who without 
ammo exclaimed. "My pistol is empry; draw your sword!" Ballentine complied and drew 
his saber. A spirited sword fight ensued. During the melee, Schaeffer delivered a 
devastating blow which first S[ruck Ballentine's saber [hen deflected into the captain's 
skull. The powerful stroke sheared through Ballentine's soft hat causing a severe gash to 

the forehead. Reeling from the impact and partially blinded by his own blood, Ballentine 
wheeled his horse around and drove his steed back into Major's horse. Schaeffer was 
pitched back into his saddle by the collision . Seei ng a break in his 
pierced Schaeffer deep into his side. The Major collapsed to the ground 1I1senslble and 

bleeding profusely.'1 
The rear guard dissipated soon after the fall of Major Schaeffer. The retreat turned into 

a route as the bulk of the Confederate force crosse!d to the north side of the river. The 
Federals, some riding bareback and a few riding twO to a horse, attempted to outrun the 
pursuit. Captain Haw would race three miles before his wounds caused him ro fa ll from 
his horse. Captain Minden was in full flight when his horse tumbled and fell crush ing 
his leg.'2 The detachment's quartermaster, Lieutenant Richard Van Vrcndenburgh, was 
eventually captured by a determined Private L.J. O'Kelly, who relentlessly chased the 
officer until At nightfall. the exhausted men and their horses rewrned 

content with their victo ry. 
Soon after the bank, the victors tended to the wounded and rounded up prisoncrs. 

Claiborne would report enemy casualries as being, "Killed 6, wounded 16, and capturcd 
4 officers and 67 officers and privates". The Confedc:: rates would also 
seize twO wagons, 56 horses, numerous saddles and many small arms. !H Among the dead 
left upon the field were Privates Jacob Deutsch, John Baptiste Frei, and Andrew 
Kurtzmann. The wounded included Major Schaeffer, Captains Haws and Minden, 
Lieutenant Vrendenburgh and about a dozen enliSled men:'\ The majority of [hose 
killed. wounded and captured were from Company F which took the brunt of the in irial 
anack. '16 C laiborne would claim no casualties in his command bur Captain Ballentine, 
Private O'Kelly, and a Sergeant R.J. Black would require medical assistance.,7 

The Federals captured were removed of their arms and set camp under guard. T he 
wounded were placed upo n tWO wagons and carried to Dresden."" It was recorded that 
one stubborn private, John George Bauer, argued with a Confederate field surgeon 
regarding the amputation of his wounded shoulder. The surgeon , whose services were 
needed elsewhere on the battlefield, left the argumentative bluecoat ht::hind.'" Among 
those sent to Dresden were Major Schaeffer and Captain Ballentine who were ironically 
placed in the same cart and were later attended to at the same residence. lOo Half the 
detachment, including Captain Non, would avoid capture after a high speed da.<;h into 
Kentucky. lOt Later that same night, the survivors were ambushed by a Confederate 
scouting parey on the road to Paducah. Scattered and confused the refugt::es sought 
safety j n the woods. 102 

On the morning of May 6th, the dead were! buried in a trench across the road from 
the Lockridge home. IO

} Claiborne paroled Major Schaeffer, Private Frank Ilille and two 
other severely wounded prisoners and detailed Corporal August Schlapp to remain in 
Dresden to rendc=r service to the wounded. The last of Claiborne's com mand left 
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Lockridge's Mills lacer that afternoon. The next day, he received repons that a large 
enemy force armed with artillery was concentrating to the northeast preparing {Q mOve 

against him. Undaunted, he marched his troops east to Como then sourh to CaJedonia. 
By dark, the command was within five miles of the rown and bivouacked for the night. 
At midnight, Lic:utcnanr Colonel Pell's column arrived from Boydsville to report that an 
enemy force of over 1,000 was six miles from Paris and was expected to be reinforced by 
additional 500 by morning. 11M Tn a role reversal. Claiborne was now the hunted. 

Afler hearing the reports of the banle, Colonel Lowe immediately departed Fort 
Heiman with the remaining companies of the "Curtis Horse", the entire 4th Minnesota 
Infamry Regiment, four companies of the 52nd Indiana Infantry and a section of 
artillery .. Starring on the ~vening of the 6th, he advanced his command towards Paris. By 
the evening of rhe 7th, hIS troops had reached outskirts of Paris and had received reports 
of PeB's column about two miles distant on the road [Q Caledonia. Lowe was preparing 
[Q engage Pelt's rear guard when orders arrived from General Henry W Halleck to 
discontinue the pursuit. In disregard lO those orders. he sent several parties into Paris the 
next morning with the intent of starting an engagement. 1 0 ~ His efforts failed. He 
returned with his command to Fort Heiman the following day. 

Not knowing of Lowe's orders (Q break off the pursuit, Colonel Claiborne directed his 
tr~ops and prisoners to move Onto King's Bridge and McLemoresville. Fearing the only 
bridge that crossed the south fork of rhe Obion River might be seized or destroyed he 
urgenrly pressed southwest with the utmost speed. By the evening of May 8th, the main 
body of his command had made it safely over King's Bridge to Mclemoresville where 
they bivouacked for the night. Pell's column was left behind at McKenzie Station to 

repon enemy troop movements and to serve as a rear guard. The next morning Pell 
informed Claiborne of the Federals withdrawal from Paris. 106 The expedition safely 
returned to Trenton by the second week of May. The prisoners were delivered to the 
ProVO$[ Marshall in jackson. Tennessee not long after. 

From jackson the enlisted and non-commissioned officers were forwarded to Corinth, 
Mississippi and were imprisoned there umil subsequently paroled and exchanged on 
May 15th. lo~ The enlisted soldiers would not return to their regiment at Forr Heiman 
until june 7, 1862. The officers of the delachment were held in captivity until October 
15, 1862. when they lOO were paroled and later exchanged in December of the same 
year. 101 The treatmem of the prisoners was considered to be reasonable and fair. Captains 
Haw and Minden were allowed by Colonel Claiborne [Q send a wrinen report of the 
baule to Colonel Lowe only days after the battle. The kindness displayed by Claiborne 
would be memioned by both officers in that message. lot Claiborne wrote his wife in 
Nashville on May 18th, that if he would become sick or wounded Colonel Lowe would 
"sec you safely sem into our lines, and the more so, after the very kind treatment 
I extended to my prisoners made in the affair I had with them on the Obion River on 
the 5th. " 110 

The fugitives of the battle had trickJed into Paducah for several days after their retreat 
from Lockridge's Mills. By May 12th, Captain Nott would repon to Colonel Lowe that 
58 men and 48 horses had reached Paducah safely.1I1 Almost all would return to Fort 
Heiman before the end of May. For man y, however, it would take months to recover 
from their wounds and the bitter experience of defeat. 

Major Schaeffer died of his wounds in Dresden on the night of May 7th. Before his 
dealh, Schaeffer would award Captain Ballentine his horse. piswl and sabre as the 
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lawful spoils of war. 1I2 His body was transported (a the Union lines and sent to his home 
in Dubuque, where it arrived on May 20th by train from Cairo.lil The death of [his 
prestigious officer and distinguished member of the German community w.a. .. gready 
deplored boch in Dubuque and by the entire State of Iowa. On the day of hIS funeral. 
the city's businesses were closed and hundreds of black draped flags hung over the streets 
in honor of the fallen hero. The procession was led by a German band and followed by 
many of the region's most prominent citi7..ens. Dubuque's Main Street was lined with a 
crowd of spectamrs as his horse drawn casket passed on its way to the city cemetery. The 
local press would report: "Never before was there so great a funeral in the city of 
Dubuque. Never before was there such a turnout of our citizens to attend the funeral 
ceremonies of any man".l1~ His final resting place would be at Linwood Cemetery. lI S 

Twelve days after the death of Major Schaeffer. Private Hille would die of his wounds 
in Corinth. Mississippi. The stubborn privare. who was left to die on the battlefield, was 
forrunately rescued by an elderly lady who tended to his wounds at her home not far 
from the battle field. !I~ 

The Memphis and Nashvi ll e newspapers reported the battle on May 9th. All initial 
accounts of the battie proved to be inaccurate and misleading. The Nt1Jhvillt Disparch 
and the Nashvilk Daily Ufliofl both reported that twO hundred Nebraska cavalry 
were captured by Major Henry Clay King rwelve miles west of Fort Heiman. 1I7 An 
article in the Memphis Daily App~al declared that Colonels jackson and Claiborne 
surprised and captured around rwo hundred Federal cavalry above Paris.l18 The most 
engrossing account of the batrie was an editorial in the Memphis Daily Apptal ~n Ma.y 
16th, which gave a moderately detailed report of the batrie and concluded Wltil thiS 

defiant pronouncement: 

Col. Claiborne, with his energy :.md ual will, no doubl. soon rid that portion of the country of 
the thieving hordes of Hcs.sian~, who come with hroken Dutch to insulr our citiuns; who come 
with the stench of their fon:ign homC5 ,~till hanging about them co drive us from our: who cOllle 
to burn, pillage, and desrroy. in the sacred name of country, in the name of that country which 
our fathers putchast:d, fighting the hireling He~sian anCC5TrY of these modern pardors. The 
thought is a bitter one that we mwt pit our lives against such.'" 

The commentary, interestingly enough. was signed "A. Rebel". 
In early june, unrest occurred amongst the "Curtis Horse" as desertions rose and 

mutiny threatened to dissolve the regiment. Twenty-one soldiers, all of whom were 
captured at Lockridge's Mills, refused to return to active duty unless certificates of 
capture and exchange were furnished by either the Confederate or United StaleS Army. 
The former prisoners feared that if captured again they would be treated as spies and 
shot. To quell the uprising Colonel Lowe put the men under guard and forced [hem to 
perform hard labor. For twO weeks, the men persevered until General Halleck ordered 
them discharged for mutinous conduce on june 27th. Private Conzett would describe the 
discharge as followed: 

The rq;imcnt was orderro out in barrIe line under arms and in full uniform. The prisoners were 
then placed in line in fmnt of us. The AdjUtant then stopped to rhe front and, in a trembling 
voice. rcad Gen. II:.tllcck's cruel order ro them. The order wu given them to abom face. forward 
march. The drum corps played the Rogues March Jnd so esCOrted them out beyond our lines into 
the Rebel coumry. infestai by guerrillu, robbers Jnd scoundrels and deserters from both sidcs 
who would nOt hesitate to rob and kill them ()n sight. They were forbidden to come imo our lines 
anywhcce for help. Oh, it WlIS Ihe saddesf sight and hardest duty we were ('Vcr ailed fO perform! 
Wc were not asha.med to lei ouc I~r$ flow frcely.~I. 
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Capt.Jin Non would return to Lockridge's Mills with Company E in early Ocrober of 
1862. His intentions were to retrieve the saber he had inrenrionally hid after being 
ambushed on the night of the hattlt:. After relocating the sword, he briefly stopped at the 
Lockridge farm. Recalling the Confederate onslaught he would remark to himself, "What 
a strong position if is! How easily we could have held it, had we been armed like the 
enemy".121 Before departing the battlefield, he spoke to Mr. and Mrs. Lockridge who led 
him to the shallow graves of rhe dead soldiers. He paid a brief homage to his fallen 
comrades and left Lockridge's Mills never to rerurn. On October 15. Captain Note resigned 
his commission in the "Curtis Horse" and returned ro his home stare of New York. 

By December pf 1862. Captain Non had written of his experiences in West Tennessee 
and negotiated a deal with a New York City publisher. lie was soon promoted to Colonel 
in January of 1863 to command the newly reorganized 176th New York Volunreer 
Infantry Regiment. By the time his writings were published in New York in 1863, he 
and his regiment were in Louisiana guarding the railroad lines around New Orleans. 
On June 23. Non was captured at an engagement ncar Brashear City. He was held 
in captivity for thirteen months. after which he was discharged for hea1ch reasons 
prompted by his harsh imprisonment. 

On June 25th, the ·'Curtis Horse" was assigned to the State of Iowa and was 
officially designated the Fifth Iowa Cavalry. The Fifth Iowa would remain in the State of 
·1ennessee for almost the entire war. From June of 1862 to June of 1863, the regiment 
performed garrison dmy at Forts Heiman, Henry and Donelson. They would also 
continue their usual scouting palCo Is in western Tennessee and Kentucky seeing action 
at [he Cumberland Iron Works, Clarksville and Wave rly. The regiment moved ro 
Nashville by June II, 1863, in preparation for General Sherman's march into Ceorgia. 
By the end of tilt:: year, the unit was engaged in several skirmishes in Middle Tennessee 
and northern Alabama. The year 1864 brought the regiment further south and east as 
the Union Army pressed on towards Atlanta. In July, the Fifth Iowa partook in a series 
of raids during the siege of Adanta and in the Fall served in operations against General 
Hood in north Georgia and Alabama. In November and December, the regiment saw 
combat at the Battles of Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville. The Fifth Iowa concluded 
the war as one of the cavalry regiments involved in General James H. Wilson's cavalry 
raid into the deep south. They received the news of the war's end in Macon on April 20th 
and were mustered OUt of service in Nashville on August 11, 1865. III 

The Seventh Tennessee Cavalry would ride down into southern folklore as one of the 
mOSt prominenr and gallam Confederate cavalry regiments of the war. In June of 1862, 
the regiment covered the evacuation of Fort Pillow by destroying Federal railroad lines 
and destroying locomotive. ... It saw action at Lafayette Station, Britton's Lane and at the 
Battle of Corinth on October 3rd and 4th. By 1863. the unit had its headquarters at 
Grenada, Mississippi where it conducted scouting patrols and raids in the region. In 
Octoher of 1863, rhe Seventh Tennessee accompanied General J.R. Chalmers' raid into 
Northern Mi~si~sippi and West Tennessee. The regimem accompanied General Nathan 
Bedford Forrest in March of 1864 on his raid into West Kentucky, participating in the 
capture of Union City and Fort Pillow. In the first twO weeks of June, General Forrest 
led the Seventh Tennessee and twO other cavalry regiments to pursue the Union General 
S.D. Surgis. At (he Batrle of Brice's Crossroads on June 10th, Sturgis' command was 
caught but at heavy price. The Seventh Tennessee would claim 54 casualties that day. A 
month later, they were again with Forrest at [he Bartle of Ilarrisburg. In late September. 
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h 
followed Forrest as he launched a series of raids into Middle Tennessee which would 

[ey • d d .' 
not end until the second week of October. By November, Forrest was or ere to a~sls t 
General Hood in an attempt to defeat [he Union forces in Middle Tennessee and t? push 
northwards into Kentucky. They would rake pan in both the Battles of Frankhn an~ 
Nashville. During the final months of rhe war, the 7th withdrew further somh untll 
Porres( surrendered his forces to General Wilson's cavalry corps on May 12, 1865 at 

Gainesville, Alabama. In 

On February 22, 1865, Charles NOH was appointed by President Lincoln as judge (~f 
rhe United States Court of Claims, a position that he held for over forry years. In hl'i 

[,'me he would write a forrv-eight volume set of United States claims court spare '/. . .. IH 

decisions, four books and numerous articles and edaonals III Journals and newspa~ers: 
William Lowe finished his career in [he military in 1869 as a brevetted bngadler 
general. Tn the 1870's and 1880's. he organized smelting and refining work.-; ~n the 
territories of Nebraska and Idaho, and was engaged in mining and the construction of 
railroads in Wyoming and Utah. 'H After his discharge, John Bauer would bec.ome a 

m', 'onary circuit rider for the German Methodist church on the Minnesota frontler. lie SSI . . m. 
would forever cherish a quilt given to him by the elderly lady that saved hiS life. 

Thomas Claiborne returned to his family farm near Nashville after the war, where he 
became involved in civic and veteran groups. He would serve as the president of both [he 
Mexican War Veterans of Tennessee and the Confederate Veterans Association of 
Tennessee during most of the 1880's and 1890's'!~ John Ballentine would return to his 
hometown of Pulaski and resume his law practice. In 1882, Ballentine wa. .. elected to the 
United States House of Representatives where he would serve twO consecutive terms. 
He retired from public life in 1887. The saber and pistol entrusted to him by 
Major Schaeffer were believed to have been lost in a fire thar destroyed his family home 
sometime after his retiremenr. 128 At the war's conclusion, William Jackson would take 
charge of his father's large plantations. In 1868, he would marry the daughter of William 

G. Harding and setrled at the Belle Meade estate near Nashville .129 . ' 
The banle ground has changed quite significantly since (hat momentous eventng In 

May of 1862. The Lockridge home, the mills and the bridge no longer exist, The road 
that once served as a major thoroughfare between Dresden and Mayfield has since been 
plowed under and is currently used as farmland. Trees, vines and undergrowth have 
consumed most of recognizable features that Charles Nott had so vividly described in his 
memoirs. A lone state historical marker a mile from the original battle site on Route 190 
between Latham and Palmersville is the only sign char blood was once shed upon this 

hallowed ground. 
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DIALECTIC TENSIONS IN T.O. FULLER'S 
HISTORICAL WRITINGS 

Randolph Meade Walker 

During the early cwentieth cemury Memphis, 1ennessee had in Thomas Os~ar Fuller, 
one of its most influential clergymen. Fuller's distinction transcended race at a orne when 
race was usually an integral part of the southern daily routine.' Fuller was well known in 
ecclesiastical circles, the political arena, and literary enclaves. In regards to the laner 
category, Fuller made a valuable comribution to the corpus ?f h.isto~ical. ~owledge 
about Memphis, Tennessee, and beyond. Particularly, his contribution IS cnucal to the 
narration of the African American experience in Memphis and the Mid-South. 

His efforts at historical documentation included several publications. Only cwo his 
books, however were promoted as histories. They are Pictorial History of th~ American 
N~gro and History of thi' Negro Baptists of Timnl'SSl'l'. In addition to these twO proper 
histories, numerous orner historical glimpses are given in many of his other books and 

frequem newspaper articles. 
Within the confines of this srudy, rhe methodology and philosophy of Fuller's history 

will be analyzed. The analysis will include an evaluation of Fuller's historical writing. 
Hence, as valuable as his contribution is, it must be placed in its proper contt:xt, rather 

than accepted at its face value. 
T.O. Fuller was born in Franklinton, North 

Carolina, which is about cwcnry-seven miles 
north of Raleigh. He pieced together 
fragments of information and calculated his 
birth to have been October 25, 1867.1 

His proud parents were Mary Eli7..a and 
j. Henderson Fuller, both who had been 
slaves. Despite this earlier condition, his farner 
learned the carpentry trade and became 
literate. After the Civil War, Henderson Fuller 
bought land, built his own home, and settled 
down to rearing a large family. 

The Fuller home was a seedbed for 
early religious training for young Thomas. 
He recalled his parents being pious 
and consecrated Christians' The family's 
involvement in the church was evidenced 
in Henderson's role as a deacon in the 
Baptist Church and two of Thomas' brothers r.o. FuiJn-
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