
















































CAMP BEAUREGARD 

Within days of their arrival, an outbreak of measles ravaged Alcorn's 

command leaving one-fifth of his troops unfit for duty. Murmurs of 
discontent arose among the troops, and a concerned General Alcorn 
requested permission from Polk to disband the militia. Polk denied 

the request and ordered Alcorn and his men to Columbus. However, 
by the time Alcorn received the order on 16 December, half his com­

mand had either been discharged because of illness or had deserted." 
On 8 January, General Grant received orders from Major Gen­

eral Henry W. Halleck to march upon Mayfield and threaten Camp 
Beauregard; this advance was intended to divert Confederate troops 
from being sent to Bowling Green and to give Grant's men some ex­

perience in skirmishing." Weather conditions and bad roads delayed 
the Federal march until the tenth, however, when over five thousand 

Illinois volunteers under the direction of Brigadier General John A. 
McClernand left Fort Holt on the road to Columbus." McClernand's 

conspicuous advance southeastward received the inunediate atten­

tion of General Polk in Columbus, who sent the Sixth Tennessee 

Cavalry Battalion under Lieutenant Colonel Thomas H. Logwood 
from Camp Desha to reinforce Camp Beauregard. Logwood left on 

the morning of 11 January. Riding through rain and sleet, they 
reached the camp that afternoon, but the enemy was nowhere near 
the outpost. Exhausted and covered with mud the Sixth Tennessee 

returned to Camp Desha the same night." Despite the slow and pas­
sive movement of McClernand's troops, Polk sent a desperate mes­

sage to General Johnston on 12 January, pleading for support to 
cover his right flank. He expressed concern that only Alcorn's deteri­

orating command and a thousand cavalrymen at Camp Beauregard 

" The Weekly Mississippiiln [Jackson, Mississippi], 26 February 1862. 
MO.R., 7: 533-34, 537-38. 

" Ibid., 7: 68-72. 
" Daily Appeal, 24 January 1862. 
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were all that prevented the Union army from encircling Columbus." 
Johnston had problems of his own, however, as Federal gunboats 
were descending the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. He chose to 
ignore Polk and hold his troops at Bowling Green." 

On the morning of 14 January, panic struck the men at Camp 
Beauregard after scouts reported that six thousand enemy soldiers 
were at Mayfield. Major Brewer, presently the commander at Camp 
Beauregard, contemplated removing the stores of the outpost and re­
treating, but the roads were in bad condition and the locomotive at 
Fulton was irreparable." Certain that his command was going to be 
encircled and attacked, Polk ordered the men at Camp Beauregard 
and Camp Desha to Columbus on 16 January to patrol the perimeter 
of the city's defenses." The very next day, the Fourth Illinois Cavalry 
under Captain Mindrat Wemple entered Mayfield to reconnoiter the 
fortifications at Camp Beauregard. Wemple returned on 18 January 
to inform McClernand that reliable sources had reported that the 

outpost had been abandoned. Rather than pressing on to Camp 
Beauregard and exposing his supply line, however, McClernand 
withdrew toward Lovelaceville." Believing that the object of the expe­
dition had been accomplished, General Grant ordered McClernand 
to withdraw his command to Fort Jefferson where they embarked on 
steamships to return to Cairo on 20 January." 

With McClernand back in Illinois, Polk ordered his cavalry back 
to their outposts at Camp Desha and Camp Beauregard. Lieutenant 
Colonel Miller entered Camp Beauregard on 21 January with a 

" O.R., 7: 829. 
" [bid., 7: 534. 

" Ibid., 7: 831 
"'Daily Appeal, 24 January 1862 and o.R., 7836. 
" O.R., 7 68·72. 
" [bid., 7: 68-72, 560. 



CAMP B E A U RE G ARD 

"distressingly small" force of "sickened men and unshod horses."" 

He did not remain long, for on the next day he marched his men to 
Murray, Kentucky, which was occupied by Union troops under Gen­

eral Charles Smith. Miller, with a command of over a thousand cav­
alrymen, reached Murray after daybreak of23 January. They found 
the town vacant; Smith had departed for Paducah the day before. 

Miller half-heartedly pursued Smith to the outskirts of Benton, Ken­
tucky, where he decided to break off pursuit and return to Murray. 

Miller and his men entered Camp Beauregard on 26 January." 
Rumors circulated in Paducah that Camp Beauregard had been 

destroyed on 25 January by retreating Confederate cavalry. Contrary 
to the rumors, however, the outpost was still operating under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Miller from the final week of De­

cember to the first week of February. Captain R.A. Pinson of the First 
Mississippi assumed command of the post in early February with his 

cavalry battalion and a portion of the First Kentucky. His assignment 

was to defend the post and guard the baggage and commissary stores 
of Miller's patrolling cavalry units." Camp Beauregard's days became 

numbered when on 6 February Fort Henry surrendered to a Union 
flotilla under Andrew Foote. Ten days later Fort Donelson capitu­

lated to a sizable force under General Grant. With the fall of both 
forts, Grant's army stood between Columbus and the Confederacy to 

the east. 
Acknowledging the vulnerability of Columbus, President Jeffer­

son Davis relayed orders to General Polk to evacuate the city on 20 
February."Polk sent an order to Lieutenant Colonel Thomas H. Log­

wood at Camp Desha that afternoon to destroy the New Orleans and 

" Ibid., 7: 841. 
" Ibid., 7: 74-75 and Daily Appeal, 30 January 1862. 
950.R., volume 52, part 2: 269 and Rowland, Military History of Mississippi. 

377-78. 
"O.R.. 7: 893-94. 
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Ohio Railroad along with any provisions and stores that might be 
useful to the enemy. Heavy rains made it difficult to bum trestles and 

bridges, but Logwood reported that he "destroyed the railroads as 
well as possible from within 5 miles south of Mayfield back to Fulton 

Station."" Logwood's mission also included moving the commissary 
stores at Camp Beauregard to Fulton and setting the outpost aflame. 
He did so on 21 February. A member of Logwood's command wrote 

of the destruction of the camp: 

Knowing from my own experience the severe labor by 
which the cabins at Beauregard were built, aside from 
the mortification which accompanies an evacuation, 
I felt an indefinable sadness in witnessing their de­
struction. As the flames consumed the labors of the 
brave boys who had built and occupied those cabins, I 
could not but think of them as roofless wanderers, ex­
posed to every inclemency of weather, yet contented 

with a hasty bivouac, and finding their reward in the 
service of their country." 

Upon reaching Fulton, Logwood destroyed the locomotive and some 
of the cars but chose not to burn the depot buildings that were "full 
to overflow with provisions."" These supplies were eventually 
brought by wagon to Union City. 

The news of the destruction of Camp Beauregard reached 
Paducah on 25 February when men escaping impressment into the 
Confederate army reached Union lines. The refugees told stories of 

the exploded locomotive at Fulton and the smoldering embers oflog 
pens and private homes near Feliciana.·oo On 2 March the last of 

" Ibid .• 7: 897-98. 
" Daily Appeal. 27 February 1862. 
" O.R.. 7: 897-98. 
·"'Ibid .• 7: 665. 
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Polk's army pulled out of Columbus. The next day Union troops en­
tered the "Gibraltar of the West, n grateful that they did not have to 

take the place by force. Lieutenant Colonel Logwood and the Sixth 
Tennessee Cavalry Battalion remained at Camp Desha until after 4 

March, but his command retired southward as Union cavalry pur­

sued Polk's army.'" With Logwood's departure, the last permanent 

Confederate outpost in the Jackson Purchase disappeared. However, 
a menacing Confederate presence in the region lasted for the dura­
tion of the war. 

In July 1863, Camp Beauregard again served as a bivouac site, this 
time for Union troops who were retreating from raiding cavalry un­

der the command of Colonel J .B. Biffle. Colonel Biffle and eight hun­
dred cavalry soldiers entered northwest Tennessee in early July with 

the intention of disrupting communications and recruiting men. 
Biffle captured Union City on 10 July and then assaulted Jackson on 

13 July; only a stubborn Union defense prevented it from being 

taken. '" The next day Biffle slowly retreated toward Dresden where 
he set up camp on 20 July. Word of Biffle's whereabouts reached Un­

ion Brigadier General Alexander Asboth in Columbus on 21 July.'" 
The next morning he ordered Colonel George E. Waring to pursue 
and capture Biffle's cavalry before they could cross the Tennessee 
River. ". 

Waring with a brigade of about three thousand men set out from 
Columbus on 23 July. Marching southeast he reached the small vil­
lage of Jackson Pond, Tennessee, on the evening of 27 July. While 
preparing to advance to Fort Heiman the next day, Waring received a 
dispatch to retreat immediately to Feliciana. Reports had reached 

Columbus that General Nathan Bedford Forrest and Colonel Biffle 

"I Ibid., 7: 920. 
l"Ibid., 24, part 2: 673-78. 
"'Ibid., 23, part 2: 546-47. 
l"Ibid., 23, part 2: 549-50. 
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had joined forces and were moving to cut off Waring. '" During the 
night, Waring broke camp and retraced his steps to Kentucky. His 

brigade made it safely to Feliciana on 30 July where they encamped 
near Morris Station upon the grounds of Camp Beauregard.'" War­
ing remained there until 4 August when a dispatch arrived announc­

ing that Confederate troops were moving further south and ordering 
him to march his brigade to Union City. '" 

For the remainder of the war, both Union and Confederate 
troops moved past the charred remnants of Camp Beauregard and 
through the town of Feliciana. The most notable of these instances 

was General Forrest's expedition into the Jackson Purchase in March 
and Brigadier General Abraham Buford's raid in April 1864. After an 

assault on Paducah on 21 March, Forrest's command marched by 
Camp Beauregard en route to Dresden, which it reached on 27 
March.'" Less than three weeks later, General Buford traveled the 

same southerly route following the capture of horses and other sup­

plies at Paducah on 14 April. With the departure of Forrest and 

Buford's troops, there were clashes between the guerrilla bands that 
terrorized the region.'" Small Confederate cavalry battalions contin­

ued to roam the Kentucky-Tennessee borderlands until January 
1865, yet their impact on the region had diminished significantly. 
Detachments from Union forces at Columbus and Paducah 

lO'Ibid., 23. part 2: 561. The Waring brigade consisted of the Thirty-first and 
Thirty-fourth Wisconsio Infantry. ten companies of Fourth Missouri Cavalry. 
Company L of the Second Illinois Cavalry. Company C of the Fifteenth Kentucky 
Cavalry. and the Nioth Indiana Battery. See O.R.. volume 24. part 3: 255. The 
Twenty-fifth and Twenty-seventh Wisconsio Infantry were reassigned prior to 
Waring's expedition. 

"J6Ibid .• 23. part 1: 827. 
lO'Ibid .• 23. part 2: 590-91. 
""Ibid .• 32. part 1: 547.607-608. Forrest arrived io Dresden on 27 March 

taking the road south from Mayfield through Feliciana to Dresden. It would 
become a popular route for General Buford io the upcomiog months. 

''''Ibid .• 32. part 1: 549-50. 
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patrolled the area attempting to stern the lawlessness of guerrillas, 
but their efforts were for the most part unsuccessful The looting and 

pillaging of the Jackson Purchase persisted until the end of the war. '" 
For the next thirty years Camp Beauregard and its place in Ken­

tucky's history was forgotten. The forest reclaimed the hilltops of the 
old encampment, and the graves were hidden by undergrowth. It was 

not until the 1890s that an effort was made by Confederate veterans 
in Mayfield to have the grounds recognized as a burial site of Confed­

erate soldiers. A committee was organized to investigate the feasibil­
ity of the recommendation, but the initiative lost momentum as the 
years passed and membership declined.'" The initiative was rekin­

dled in 1909 when the neglected condition of the graves was brought 
to the attention of the Kentucky Division of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy (UDC) at their annual convention at Hopkinsville 

on 14 October. '" At that convention, a committee was appointed to 

raise funds for the erection of a monument to commemorate those 

soldiers who lost their lives. The committee, called the Camp 
Beauregard Monument Committee, was chaired by Lizzie Lowe 

Fuller of Mayfield and consisted ofladies from Fulton and Hickman. 
The first meeting of the committee was held on 9 November 1909 in 

Mayfield where a strong base of support was organized to construct a 
memorial. '" 

The funds for building the monument trickled in slowly at first 
but picked up as the campaign spread beyond Mayfield and the Jack­
son Purchase. On 23 April 1911 over fifty UDC chapter members 

"'Hunter B. Whitesell, "Military Operations in the Jackson Purchase Area of 
Kentucky, 1862-1865," Register of the Kentucky Historical Society 73 (1965): 
323-48. 

"'Letter from Stephen Elmore to Mrs. George T. Fuller, 24 September 1913, 
reprinted in History of Cnmp Beauregard, 19. 

"'Hopkinsville [Kentucky) Daily Kentucky New Era, 15 October 1909. 
'''Minutes of the meeting held 9 November 1909 in History of Camp 

Beauregard. 38. 
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from Paducah, Hickman, Fulton, and Mayfield met at Water Valley 

to view the site of the monument. One member of the visiting group 
remarked, "It was not only the most suitable, but the most elevated 
grounds on which to erect a monument in the county of Graves.">!' 

In 1913, the committee chose a design submitted by the McNeal 

Marble Company of Marietta, Georgia. The design called for a fif­
teen-to-twenty-foot shaft. The estimated cost was $2,500. '" When 
the Kentucky Division of the UDC met in Fulton the next year, it ac­

knowledged the committee's work and encouraged division mem­
bers to contribute.>!' By January 1916, the committee had received 

$518.57 in donations. A history of Camp Beauregard and a sketch of 
the proposed monument were placed in the Confederate Veteran 

magazine later the same year. "'The committee was optimistic about 
starting construction soon, but the war in Europe radically changed 

those plans. 
As the United States entered World War I, the country's atten­

tion shifted to supporting the war effort. The campaign to raise funds 

for the monument was suspended until the close of the war. At the 
1919 annual meeting of Kentucky Division of the UDC, a renewed 

effort to construct the monument was set in motion. During the con­
ference, the UDC instructed the Camp Beauregard Monument 

Committee to start building the monument with the available funds. 
The committee was far short of its campaign goal of $2,500, having 

raised only $820. On 29 July 1920 a wealthy member of the New Or­
leans-based Beauregard Monument Association contributed 
$457.50. With dose to $1,300, the committee signed a contract with 

' ''Mayfield [Kentucky] Daily Messenger, 26 April 1911. 
' ''History of Camp Beauregard. 42. 

' ''Ibid., 31. 
>!' Mrs. George T. Fuller. "Camp Beauregard." Confederate Veteran 24 (191 6): 

183. 
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the McNeal Marble Company to chisel a sizable boulder with an in­
scription and appropriate adornments. '" 

The carved boulder arrived at the Water V alley railroad station in 
late summer of that year, but problems arose when it was removed 
from the train. The boulder was so massive that a team of ten horses 
could not drag it to the memorial site. After consulting with local 
railroad workers, a uniquely designed winch was devised whereby 
mules, ropes, and nearby trees were used to move the boulder. The 
tedious job of dragging it inch by inch up the dirt road to the monu­
ment site took several weeks to complete. '" 

The long-awaited dedication occurred on the afternoon of 
Sunday, 20 October 1920. On this warm autumn day, a large crowd 
assembled from across the Jackson Purchase to view the massive 
monument and to honor the Confederate dead. The longtime chair­
person of the monument committee, the devoted and persistent 
Lizzie Fuller, led the dedication exercises that included speeches 
from veterans, historians, and members of the UDC. The ceremony 
lasted most of the afternoon and concluded with music furnished by 
a quartet from Fulton and original poems read by a young lady from 
Mayfield. '" After more than a decade of promoting awareness of the 
site's historical importance and campaigning for funds to construct a 
permanent marker, the monument had finally become a reality. 

Six years later, on 20 June 1926, the first memorial service at 
Camp Beauregard was held. The service not only paid tribute to the 
fallen soldiers but also recognized the completion of a foundation 

" ' History of Camp Beauregard, 42 and "Division Notes,» Confederate Veteran 
27 (1919): 435. 

"'Oleen Pollard, Z. W. Pique, and Richard D. McClure, Water Valley Good 
Old Days (Water Valley: Water Valley Volunteer Fire Department, 1997), 25. Mr. 
Z. W. Pique was only eight years old when he saw the monument being inched 
through the streets of Water Valley in the summer of 1920. 

"OHistory of Camp Beauregard, 43 and "Dedication of Camp Beauregard 
Monument," Confederate Veteran 29(1921 ): 314. 
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that raised the monument an additional three feet. '" Three decades 
later, another movement emerged to place a marker on the national 

highway that ran through Water Valley. Through the efforts of state 
represen tative Lon Carter Barto n, a historical marker was erected on 

15 October 1960 by the Kentucky State Department of Highways 
along U.S. Highway 45 about one mile west of the monument."' The 

marker read: 

On the hill one mile east of this point stood Camp 
Beaurega rd Training Base fo r Confederate troops 
from six states 186 1-1865. Severe epidemics caused a 
heavy mortali ty rate here. 

To this day remembrances and memorial services are held at 
Camp Beauregard. 

''' History of Calllp Beal/regard, 44 and iV/ayfield IKentuckl'1 Messeuger, 21 
June 1926. 

'''Padl/wh IKentuckl'J 511 11 , 16 October 1960. 
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Much has changed since Colonel Bonham and his men first set 

up camp outside of Morris Station. The town of Feliciana, once a 

prosperous and thriving community, slowly diminished as busi­

nesses relocated closer to the railroad. Morse Station absorbed the 

migrating businesses from Feliciana and was renamed Water Valley 

in 1872 after a scandalous affair involving the village's namesake was 

made public. '" Ownership of the railroad changed numerous times 

in the decades that followed the Civil War, and by the 1970s it had 

run into financial problems. The Illinois Central Gulf Railroad Com­

pany, the last owners of the railroad line, abandoned the track and 

removed the rails in the 1980s. In the past decade a four-lane high­

way was completed west of Water Valley, and the last major thor­

oughfare through town was reduced to a quiet country road. The 

community of Water Valley, much like Feliciana over a century be­

fore, had become detached from its major trade artery and is cur­

rently struggling to preserve its declining population. 

What has not changed are the wooded hills that drew the atten­

tion of Lieutenant Dixon over a hundred and forty years ago. Pres­

ently, a single-lane road winds along the hillsides where Confederate 

troops once encamped and stood guard. From atop the ridge, distant 

farmhouses and silos among fields of soybeans, com, and tobacco are 

visible for many miles. Though many modem structures dot the 

landscape, the old railroad grade of the New Orleans and Ohio Rail­

road can still be seen meandering northward off into the horizon. 

Overlooking this panoramic view is the Camp Beauregard Monu­

ment, a lone testament to the many forgotten, nameless Confederate 

soldiers who perished there far from their families and homes. 

"'Rennick, Kentucky Place Names, 310-11. 
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